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Swallowfield Parish 

Newsletter 
Summer  2022 

VIEW FROM THE CHAIR 

This will be my last contribution as Chairman as a 

new Chairman takes over although I am continuing 

as a councillor. The council elects the Chairman 

every year at the Annual Parish Council Meeting and 

the councilôs rules (known as ñStanding Ordersò) 

state that a member is not eligible to be the 

Chairman for more than four consecutive years 

unless no other candidate steps forward. I took on 

the role in the Spring of 2018 so it is now time for me 

to pass on the baton. It gives me great pleasure to 

welcome Jonathan Wheelwright as the new 

Chairman. It has to be said from experience that the 

Chairman has many more duties than simply to 

preside over meetings and the role can be 

demanding of oneôs time. I have enjoyed my time as 

Chairman but am also happy to relinquish some of 

that workload! However, I have a sneaking suspicion 

that one workload will simply be replaced by another.  

We are now ñliving with COVIDò, case rates are 

falling and symptoms are less severe. It still pays to 

be cautious as I know of quite a few people who 

have tested positive over recent weeks. 

Nevertheless, it has been good to see life getting 

nearer to normal over the past few months with our 

facilities opening up and people returning. So, with 

that positive message I will sign off and let the 

incoming Chairman introduce himself. 

John Anderson 

Thanks John ï and thank-you for working so hard 

and diligently for the parish during your time as 

Chairman.  Under Johnôs chairmanship, the council 

renovated Fieldfare, updated the Swallowfield parish 

hallôs car park, implemented Speedwatch as well as 

many other significant projects.  Likewise thank you 

to Angela King who has decided to stand down after 

17 years as a parish councillor including four years 

as chair.  Angela led on many projects including the 

planting of 1,000 trees on the Marshes Nature 

Reserve, campaigning for speed limits across the 

parish and leading the formation of the Swallowfield 

Flood Resilience Group.  Weôre delighted she will 

continue to be part of the working group on the 

environment and biodiversity.   

Weôre very lucky with our community ï we have extra

-ordinary local people doing extra-ordinary things.  

This includes our communityôs response to the 

situation in Ukraine; Pawlo and his  familyôs fund-

raising events, RSF Charitable Trustôs quiz night and 

Mel Roanôs Arts and Crafts for Ukraine. Iôve seen 

more suggestions on social media, I hope we can 

keep these events coming éand then there are the 

households who have taken in Ukraine families ï 

fantastic!   

A big thank-you to all the volunteers on Speedwatch 

working to make our parish roads safer. Iôve already 

seen a subjective difference in speeds at rush hour ï 

thereôs no doubt that the word is getting out there that 

Swallowfield parishôs roads are not places to speed. 

My fellow parish councillors are a modest group ï but 

talented, hard-working and very approachable.  

Please come and talk to us ï weôre delighted to 

explain more about what we do and why and to help 

whenever we can.  David Lamont is our new vice-

chair; heôs passionate about nature and sustainability 

ï hugely important themes for us going forward.    

Our strategy will centre on community and the 

environment ï looking at ways to improve biodiversity 

and sustainability.  Weôll be working through the 

focus areas and working out whatôs next over the 

couple of weeks; weôll keep you posted.  

Featured Article: 

MaxStock - A parish event        
          Pages 4, 23 & 24 
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The solar farm in Farley Hill is progressing well.  Do 

go and look at it ï it is green energy done well, with 

plenty of considerations to minimise its impact on the 

landscape.  Our parish appears to be a hot-spot for 

green-energy developments with a new screening 

application for a new solar farm to augment the 

existing one at Sheepbridge Farm.  I remember Bill 

Dance saying this could be the future of local 

farming.  However, the dual challenges of energy and 

food production will put a strain on land use.  

Spring and early summer in Swallowfield is 

wonderful.  Weôre very lucky with our rural setting: the 

swallows are back flitting across the fields and the 

swifts are screaming over The Crown.  This year 

there seems to be more lapwings, goldfinches and 

wagtails but we seem to missing some of our house 

martins. Do keep us updated on wildlife you see in 

the parish.   

Locally, thereôs so much going on.  The Queenôs 

Platinum Jubilee is nearly upon us with local events 

planned across the parish over the extra bank 

holiday.  We do hope youôll have a fantastic 

celebration.  As I hope youôve seen, MaxStock is 

coming soon for us to enjoy Max Bowkerôs legacy to 

the people of the parish he loved.  The church fete is 

back, as are the Farley Hall horse trials, the Cubs 

and Beavers have been camping out and the Annual 

Parish Meeting returns on the 28th June.     

Finally, we are acutely aware of the combined 

challenges the community faces with inflation driven 

primarily by higher food and energy prices.  

Wokingham provide useful advice on their local 

support hub: https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/local-

support-hub/food-and-fuel/ and thereôs our local 

Citizenôs Advice https://

citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/onefrontdoor/. 

 

   Jonathan Wheelwright 

 

 

NEW CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

Swallowfield Parish Council has elected Cllr 

Jonathan Wheelwright as the new Chair of the Parish 

Council and Cllr David Lamont as the Vice Chair. 

The Parish Council would like to thank and 

acknowledge the contribution of outgoing Chair, Cllr 

John Anderson. 

Jonathan says: ñIôve been a Parish Councillor since 

2015 and was previously Vice Chair and Chair of the 

Planning Committee. Iôve lived in Farley Hill since 

1995 with my wife and love the area we live in. My 

children attended Farley Hill Primary School where I 

was a school governor. Weôre very fortunate our 

Parish has a great community, plus a superb rural life 

despite being close to major towns. Itôs an 

environment that I am keen to maintain whilst 

understanding the need for change and development. 

I work in the energy 

business and have a keen 

interest in green energy 

and energy efficiency. I 

am an enthusiastic cyclist, 

both on and off road, and 

a poor guitarist.  Please 

come and talk to me about 

any of the above 

(especially offshore wind 

farms) or indeed anything 

else.ò 

 

David says: ñI joined the 

Parish Council in 2021, 

having lived in and around 

the local area since 1995. 

It is a beautiful place to 

call home, with a strong 

and thriving community 

and fantastic green spaces 

on our doorstep. 

Since joining the Parish Council I have taken the lead 

on communications, whilst playing an active role in 

relation to matters including sustainability and the 

environment and the situation around the óTigerô 7 

bus service. 

For the past four years I have been (and remain) 

treasurer and a trustee of Swallowfield Pre-School 

and I also work voluntarily with Young Enterprise 

Berkshire. I am a fellow of the Chartered Institute of 

Marketing and Director of Marketing and Business 

Development for a leading law firm in Reading. I am 

passionate about nature and sustainability,  running 

an online community with over 45,000 followers and 

contributing regularly to national and local media. 

You may spot my young family and I regularly litter 

picking along the Basingstoke Road, enjoying the 

park at Swallowfield or playing at Riseley Tennis 

Club. I look forward to speaking with and getting to 

know even more residents around the Parish.ò 

Cllr David Lamont 

Swallowfield Parish Council 

 

Chairmanôs Report continued 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/local-support-hub/food-and-fuel/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/local-support-hub/food-and-fuel/
https://citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/onefrontdoor/
https://citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/onefrontdoor/
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COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 

We are delighted to confirm that, after overcoming 

some early technical hitches, Swallowfield 

Community Speedwatch is fully up and running.  

Speedwatch recording sessions are now taking place 

on a regular basis in Swallowfield and Riseley and on 

the link road between our villages. Some of you may 

well have spotted us at the roadside in our 

fluorescent yellow gilets, and we are getting results! 

In the last week alone 55 vehicles have been 

recorded travelling well in excess of the speed limit 

and their details have been passed to Thames Valley 

Police for action.  

In recent months Community Speedwatch teams 

have been set up, or restarted (after the pandemic) 

throughout the Thames Valley and around the 

country. Offences recorded anywhere in the UK are 

accumulated on a central database, and multiple 

offenders will experience a proportional response 

from the police. However, the principal objective of 

Community Speedwatch is to change driver 

behaviour, reduce offending and increase the safety 

on our roads. With this in mind é 

Your Community Needs You! 

We would first like to thank all of the 17 local 

residents who are currently participating in the 

scheme, and particularly, the leaders of the 

Swallowfield and Riseley subgroups, for their time 

and commitment to the programme. However, to 

avoid overloading our existing team, we still need 

more volunteers! Itôs not strenuous, can be fun and 

training is provided. You can also choose when and 

how often to participate. For further information, or to 

get involved, please contact me or the parish clerk. I 

look forward to hearing from you. 

Cllr Ian Fullerton  

(Ian.fullerton@swallowfieldpc.gov.uk) 

Lead Councillor for Transport 

Our refreshed logo... 

Weôve been having a óspring cleanô and would like to 

introduce you to our newly refreshed logo, designed 

to provide a more contemporary and both print and 

digital friendly take on the previous version. The 

colour palette reflects the beautiful green area, filled 

with nature, in which we live. 

Our new logo will appear in our updated August 

newsletter and on our new website, set to launch 

later this year. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Tiger' 7 Bus Service 

Swallowfield Parish Council continues to engage 

with Wokingham Borough Council in relation to 

the future of the 'Tiger' 7 bus service that serves 

the Parish.  

In mid March of this year, Cllr John Halsall, then 

leader of Wokingham Borough Council, 

confirmed that the longer term situation 

remained unclear until the Governmentôs funding 

position is known. Cllr Halsall confirmed that 

only three months funding was in place for the 

service but that further information would be 

made available by WBC well before that period 

is up, so that residents can be kept informed and 

plan ahead.  

This May, following the local elections, the 

leadership of WBC has of course changed. We 

have since been in contact with Cllr Paul 

Fishwick, the new Executive Member for Active 

Travel, Transport, and Highways, who has said 

that a Borough-wide review of all bus services is 

underway and promised to provide a further 

update as soon as possible. We will continue to 

press the issue.  

King George V Playing Fields   

 Farley Hill 

Over time, and particularly since the relocation 

of Farley Hill School, we have received 

questions from local residents concerned about 

the future of the King George V Playing Fields in 

Farley Hill. Especially as to whether the fields 

might be developed on in time.  

Across the country, there is a total of 506 King 

George V Playing Fields, established and 

protected and held in trust in memory of HM 

King George V. As such, they are protected, to 

ensure that they will always be there for 

communities as places for sport, nature and 

play. 



                                                      4 www.swallowfieldpc.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

A free event for the whole parish to enjoy 

Many of you knew Max Bowker well those but for 

those who didnôt he was often seen peddling his 

handcycle around the parish and you would certainly 

knew where Max lived as his house has a very 

distinctive garage adorned with a fetching picture of a 

train and overlooks the recreation field in 

Swallowfield.  

Max was a very 

active member of 

our community and 

longstanding 

member of the 

parish council, 

servicing as 

Chairman and head of the finance committee for 

many years.  

He loved performing with the Russell Players as this 

photo shows. 

Sadly Max passed away in 2019 and true to his 

passion for the local community he Ã15,000 to the 

Parish Council. Max was very clear in his will, this 

money was not to be used to purchase any sort of 

memorial for him. His instructions where clear, the 

money was to be used for a community event and 

when the event finished all the funds had to be spent! 

As a result the Parish Council, with the help of a 

small number of volunteers is pleased to confirm 

ñMaxstockò will be taking place on the 2
nd
 July 2022 

at the Swallowfield recreation field from 3pm to 

10pm. The event will be free as will the vintage bus 

that will run between Farley Hill, Riseley and 

Swallowfield so you donôt need to drive. 

Please see the posters on pages 23 & 24 of this 

newsletter for more information and keep a look out 

on the Parish Councils Facebook page and the 

Parish Councils notice boards as more information 

will be added in the run up to the event.  

PARISH LITTER PICK 

 

On 2nd April Swallowfield joined communities all over 

the country for the Annual Clean Up Day or Litter 

pick.  More than 70 residents fill over 200 sacks with 

litter, alongside the larger items also retrieved - a 

fantastic effort! Thank you again to everyone 

involved...  

 

Peter Sampson, who helped coordinate the litter pick, 

said  ñAfter a gap of two years due to Covid, our 

villages were in dire need of a tidy up. You cannot 

but admire the community spirit of so many residents, 

including a great many youngsters, from the Parish 

turning up to support the day and pick up the rubbish 

left by others - their help and hard work has made an 

enormous difference to where we live and every 

single one of them deserves a massive THANK 

YOUò 

 
A big thank you to Peter and Claire Sampson, our 

Parish Clerk Liz Halson, Margaret Clayton, Ed 

Handley, Stephen Haynes, Cllrs Margaret McDonald, 

Angela King, Ian Fullerton, David Lamont, Laura 

Edmonds and Mark Binns, the fishing club including 

Martin Moore and Russ Hatchett, and to all of the 

residents and families who supported todayôs 

community litter pick. 

We also need to thank those people who regularly 

pick up litter on whilst walking around the parish, it all 

makes an enormous difference to the appearance of 

our villages.  If you would like to join in you can 

ñadopt-a-streetò, litter pickers and hi-viz jackets will 

be supplied.  Contact Liz at the  parish office at 

clerk@swallowfieldpc.gov.uk or 0118 9887265. 
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LOCAL MEMBER UPDATE 

WOKINGHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL  

Appeal launched to help young Ukrainian 

refugees 

Wokingham Borough Council has launched 

the Chance to Thrive fundraising appeal to help 

young refugees fleeing Ukraine to make the best 

start they can to life in Wokingham Borough. 

With more than 300 refugees (the vast majority 

women and children) now confirmed as coming to the 

Borough, WBC is calling on the community to help us 

make sure all young people arriving here can fit in 

and live as full a life as possible with us.  

We want them to be able to take advantage of 

education, social life and sporting activities, as any 

child deserves to do. 

We want them to be able to take advantage of 

school, social life and sporting activities, as any child 

deserves to do.   Help us raise Ã25,000 

To do this, we have launched our first ever 

crowdfunding appeal and are supporting it with 

Ã25,000 earmarked from the funding we will receive 

from central government to support refugees from 

Ukraine.  

The money donated will be used to pay for 

essentials, such as stationery, book bags, rucksack, 

scientific calculators, lunch boxes, water bottles and 

toiletries.  

For todayôs secondary school children, laptops and 

smartphones (as well as connectivity and data) are 

effectively essential items as well. 

But being a child is not just about the essentials and 

the fund will be used to enable these young arrivals 

to have a real life here.  

Therefore, it will pay for things such as membership 

to sports clubs, youth groups (Scouts and Guides), 

drama groups etc. and the equipment necessary to 

join in fully. It may even be able to fund some social 

activities. 

Donations can be made at the Chance to Thrive 

crowdfunding page. We are encouraging businesses 

as well as individuals to donate and all those who 

support will receive a regular email newsletter 

updating them on how the money is being spent. 

 The scheme will also accept donated items but only 

those specifically approved or requested can be 

accepted.   WBC will publish a list of things we can 

accept and, if you have a large number of items you 

believe may be useful please contact us 

at yoursupport@wokingham.gov.uk    

'Small extras allow our guests to thrive' 

We have never used crowdfunding before and would 

not normally ask residents and businesses to donate 

to us ï but welcoming hundreds of refugees from a 

war-torn country is not business as usual and the 

funding weôll get from Government wonôt cover the 

small extras that will allow our new guests to thrive. 

We have put some money in to start the fund, but I 

believe the community will want to give these young 

people the best chance to thrive here and, while I 

know times are tough for many people at present, I 

am hopeful our residents will respond generously. 

 We know that a lot of people want to do something 

for those fleeing Ukraine but are unable to house 

refugees themselves and the Chance to Thrive 

scheme is the perfect way to for them to help locally. 

How the money will be used 

The council has assigned a support worker to each of 

the refugee / host families in the Borough and the 

scheme will allow young refugees (up to the age of 

23 so that higher education needs could be met) to 

apply for funding via these support workers.  

The process will be simple and flexible so that it can 

meet a wide variety of needs.. These you people 

have suffered terribly and have gone through things 

we cannot imagine. We canôt give them what they 

really want ï a return to a peaceful and free Ukraine, 

but while they are with us, we can give them an 

opportunity to live as best as they can.  

For young people, we think that means the best 

chance to continue education and to take part in 

some of the sporting or social activities that the 

Borough offers. It also means giving them back some 

control over their lives, which is why this scheme will 

be flexible and led directly by what individuals need. 

Details are still emerging amid such a difficult and 

rapidly-changing situation but the council is already 

undertaking or preparing the following measures: 

¶ Providing an emergency Ã200 payment, which 

http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/support-for-ukraine/chance-to-thrive/
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/chance-to-thrive-helping-young-ukrainian-refugees/
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/chance-to-thrive-helping-young-ukrainian-refugees/
mailto:yoursupport@wokingham.gov.uk
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will help cover essentials, to each refugee 

arriving from Ukraine under the Government's 

Homes for Ukraine scheme 

¶ Assigning a support worker to all hosts and 

refugees, who will act as their advocate and 

advisor on issues ranging from school places and 

childcare to benefits and finding work 

¶ Helping the voluntary and community sector to 

coordinate its support for refugees and hosts 

¶ Signposting to health services and helping 

refugees register with GPs and other 

professionals 

¶ Providing an information and welcome pack for 

refugees with the basic information they may 

need to settle into the community 

¶ Identifying trauma counselling and other mental 

health support that may be needed 

¶ Administering the Government's Ã350 óthank youô 

payment to eligible hosts, subject to more detail 

being provided 

¶ Matching children arriving with the best available 

school places or other education and helping 

younger children to find childcare or nursery 

places 

Election results 2022 

WBC Residents headed to the polls on 5 May to vote 

In the local elections. The political make-up of the 

council is now: 

26 - Conservative 

23 - Liberal Democrat 

3 - Labour 

2 ï Independent 

These results left the council in a position of no 

overall control. 

Following discussions between Liberal Democrat, 

Labour and Independent councillors, they have 

agreed to act together as a group. The group is 

called the Wokingham Borough Partnership, this 

partnership were elected as the administration on the 

evening of 19th May. 

I would like to give my personal thanks to our 

residents who have re-elected me as the Borough 

Councillor for Swallowfield ward. 

As I write this brief update, summer has arrived, with 

some warmer spells, and sunshine. I hope that you 

all have an excellent summer.  

Stuart Munro 

Member for Swallowfield, 

Wokingham Borough Council   

THE VIEW FROM THE HILL 

It appears we may have skipped spring this year and 

gone straight from winter to summer!  Only a few 

weeks ago we were still clearing up tree wreckage 

from the February storms and now we have drilled all 

our maize and taken the first silage cut weeks early 

than usual. 

We have also begun preparations for the horse trials 

which will happen 24-26
th
 June 2022 in Swallowfield 

Park and will be open to the public for the first time 

since 2019.  With the driest April on record we will 

have to work hard on the ground, but after the near-

flood of last year when the Loddon and Blackwater 

broke their banks 7 days before the event, I would 

rather not pray for rain! We have run in firm 

conditions before and we use an agrivator to break 

up the turf forming a nice sandy going.  The one 

advantage of the yearly floods in the Park is that any 

intrusive groundwork like this is self-correcting and 

you would not know a year later the punishment the 

ground has had the year before. 

We are embarking on some new projects this year 

that you may see in passing: at Bridge Farm on the 

A327 our grain store will imminently be converted 

into a Clip n Climb climbing centre.  Suitable for all 

ages with an emphasis on fun, the new franchise is 

run by a local Reading entrepreneur and will open 
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hopefully by the end of July.  Do go along with the 

family and give it a try!  Visit www.clipnclimb.co.uk 

and select Reading to book in when it opens. 

You may also have noticed the clearing in Cricket 

Wood on Farley Hill to erect our woodchip store.  The 

planning permission for this was part of the original 

planning for our Biomass boiler which was first 

operational in 2016 so although it has taken us a few 

years, we will soon be completing this project.  The 

building will be tucked in behind the screen of mature 

trees and bushes next to the water tower and will be 

then further screened from view.  No chipping will 

take place here, it will just receive a delivery about 

once a month and then we will take weekly loads 

over to the boiler, massively reducing our carbon 

footprint by being able to hold larger deliveries and 

much closer to the boiler.  We are in discussions with 

the Council over the final appearance of the building, 

which will either be timber clad or in a natural colour 

agricultural cladding (brown or green). 

The solar farm is well under way on Castle Hill.  

While some people understandably find these 

aesthetically displeasing, it will look a lot better when 

the steel frames are covered with panels and the 

containers and works vehicles have moved off site, 

and more importantly will operate completely silently. 

Whilst the majority of our commercial units are 

occupied, we do have two units coming up, one small 

office in a quiet, secure farm location ï double 

garage for storage with small office above.  The other 

is 3000sqft office/warehouse at Bridge Farm, both 

available in September but could be vacant sooner.  

Contact the estate office for details 

pa@farleyfarms.co.uk or go via Michael King 

Agency. 

I hope everyone is enjoying the good weather while it 

lasts and look forwards to seeing lots of locals at the 

horse trials, which welcomes its usual sponsors in 

the form of local businesses and partners such as 

David Cliff Estate Agents, NFU Mutual, Nationwide IT 

Consultancy, A1 Wet Waste, Liphook Equine 

Hospital, Rowes Farmhouse B&B and new sponsor 

Day Equestrian who have been waiting patiently for 

their chance to sponsor since we cancelled in 2020!  

They are an aggregate and civil works specialist who 

maintain our arenas for us and are about to repair 

and resurface our outdoor arena. 

natalie@farleyfarms.co.uk 

0118 9730047 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.clipnclimb.co.uk
mailto:pa@farleyfarms.co.uk
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SWALLOWFIELD'S COFFEE 

CORNER Is back, AGAIN! 

 

 

I am happy to say that Coffee Corner is 

back, every Wednesday morning in the Davies Room 

10.30am-12.30.  We closed just before Christmas, as 

covid infections began to rise rapidly, and decided to 

wait until the spring booster sessions had been 

finished before restarting. 

The team is very happy to back, serving fresh coffee, 

teas, and homemade cakes to anyone who wants to 

drop in. We aim to provide a gluten free option each 

week.  Coffee Corner is not a club, though we do 

have regular customers: itôs a great place to meet 

with your friends and get to know others in your 

community.   

We ask for a donation of Ã2 for coffee and cake, 

enough to cover our costs and leave a little over to 

donate to local charities.  From our profits at the end 

of last year, we were very happy to donate Ã200 to 

ñFirst Daysò, a Wokingham charity who reduce the 

long-term effect of poverty on children by equipping 

them with the essential items they need for their early 

years and at school. 

The Coffee Corner Team 

 

 

SWALLOWFIELD 

PRE-SCHOOL 

 

 

The first Pre-School Fete was a huge success!  

Thank you to everyone who helped organise the 

event and offered services on the day, to those who 

baked and made donations and to the stall holders 

and visitors.  The weather was kind (if rather blowy) 

and the event had a lovely, family oriented, relaxed, 

village community feel ï we have been so pleased 

with the positive feedback received and raised 

substantial funds for the Pre-School; we look forward 

to our next fete! The children enjoyed the games, 

bouncy castle and face painting whilst adults perused 

the stalls, sampled home-made cakes and visited the 

refreshments tent! 

We have embraced the sunny weather and started 

the Summer Term with lots of play and learning 

outside in the garden and on the patio.  We have 

spent time digging for treasure in the mud pit, 

transporting soil to the building site and unearthing 

sleepy insects which weôve rehomed to our óBug 

Hotelô. 

We have been working hard in the garden with our 

new óGardening Clubô, clearing the beds, raking the 

soil and sowing seeds; weôll be watering and weeding 

as we watch the seedlings appear and hope to 

harvest potatoes, carrots and beans later in the 

season. 

We were delighted to welcome six chicks to the Pre-

School; the children were gentle in their handling of 

the fluffy bundles and were interested to hear about 

their hatching and growth. 

Recycling and reuse were a focus for the group as 

we sorted plastics, tin, paper and card ready for local 

recycling; the children are so interested in the world 
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around them and understand the need to care for 

and protect the environment. 

We have spent time exploring the maths and phonics 

areas, dressing up, making food in the home corner, 

listening to stories and using our imagination in small 

world scenarios with the farm, castle, dinosaurs, 

cars, trains, dolls and zoo.  We have also tackled 

obstacle courses, played in the park, joined in with 

parachute  games, sung rhymes on the field and 

learnt new action songs. 

We have used different techniques to create artistic 

masterpieces ï collage, painting, sponging, rollers 

and ink stamping and are looking forward to creating 

Jubilee bunting featuring our hand prints!  

Many of our children will be moving on to primary 

school at the end of this term; they have learnt so 

much, gained many skills, developed friendships and 

their enthusiasm will carry them further in their 

educational journey; we wish them all well in the 

future. 

If you would like to know more about Swallowfield 

Pre-School, please do get in touch; places are 

available from September onwards. 

For more information, to receive a Prospectus or to 

register for a place, please contact us at 

info@swallowfieldpreschool.org.uk      

Swallowfield Pre-School offers morning sessions, 

Monday-Friday at Swallowfield Parish Hall 9.15 - 

12.30. We are a fully inclusive setting and have been 

rated óGoodô by Ofsted. 

Helen Coulter, 

Manager 

 

 

 

 

SWALLOWFIELD  
BADMINTON CLUB 

 

Mondays from 8Ŀ00 to 10Ŀ00pm 

We are a friendly group based around the 

Swallowfield, Riseley, Spencers Wood and Shinfield 

region who would warmly welcome new members. 

Our playing standards are varied and we are a non-

league club.  

Joining a badminton club is an ideal way to keep fit 

safely through low impact exercise and make new 

friends.  We hope to see you soon. 

Mondays - Please contact Daphne 

tel:  07745 180108 
email:  daphne_seamark @hotmail.com  

PS *Ask about our first free ótasterô evening! 

Note: A separate group of friends play on 
Thursdays, details as above,  would also welcome 
new members: 

Please contact  Malcolm: tel: 0118 988 2736 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the time you read this we will be well into the 

bowling season and starting to play our club 

competitions.  Our club only plays friendly 

matches against other clubs on Sat. and Sun. 

afternoons and Wed.  evenings and new 

members are always warmly welcomed, We donôt 

select players by ability. If you put your name 

down on our website you will play.  

Although we had our open days at the end of 

May, it is not too late for anyone who would just 

like to have a go at this sport to arrange this with 

our Club Secretary. We are situated at the Victory 

Hall, Church Road, Farley Hill RG7 1TR, about 

two miles from Arborfield Cross and Eversley 

Centre. 

For more information please visit our website - 

www.farleyhillbowlsclub.org.uk or contact  the 

Club Secretary Bill Dowling on 01344 772130 or 

at secretary@farleyhillbowlsclub.org.uk 

Bill Dowling 

mailto:info@swallowfieldpreschool.org.uk
http://www.farleyhillbowlsclub.org.uk
mailto:secretary@farleyhillbowlsclub.org.uk
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SWALLOWFIELD 
ART GROUP 

 

 

Over the last few months we have explored a more 

abstract approach art, including portraiture, animals 

and mono designs.  Moving away from the discipline 

of detail and realism is more difficult than it looks but 

is a method of óloosening upô oneôs style.  

According to Wassily Kandinsky, an early champion of 

abstract painting in the early 20
th
 century, abstract art 

is ñart that does not attempt to represent an accurate 

depiction of visual reality, but instead uses shapes, 

colours, forms and gestural marks to achieve its 

effectsò.  

Below you can see a mono abstract piece, 

reminiscent of the geometric designs of the 1960s, 

based on repeating motifs from a few objects and 

created using mainly artistôs pens.    

Also shown is a tiger painted on a colourful 

background, using only fairly large flat brushes ï to 

prevent the painter from getting into fiddly details with 

a small brush.  This was painted in acrylics, which 

allows for overpainting and a thicker texture.    

This colourful portrait of a young man is on an 

abstract background using only three colours, which is 

an excellent way of improving understanding of tonal 

values.  

During non-tutored sessions, we work on paintings 

and drawings of our own choice.    

Philipôs flower painting was created in acrylic paint, 

using a palette knife and a steel wire pot cleaner.  

Hilaryôs wolf was drawn in coloured artistôs pencils on 

grey Pastelmat paper. It took her about 18 hours to 

complete and appeared in a recent edition of Leisure 

Painter.  

Currently we are focusing on art to display in the Art 

Tent at The Swallowfield Show (in Swallowfield Park 

on Sunday and Monday, 28th and 29th August). To 

commemorate the 20
th
 anniversary of the founding of 

the Swallowfield Art Group, we are working on 

paintings that represent Swallowfield today.  

Another date for your diary is Swallowfield Arts & 

Crafts for Ukraine, which will be in Swallowfield Parish 

Hall on Saturday June 9
th, 
1.30 pm ï 4:30

 
pm.  

Members of the group are donating their works to help 

raise money for this excellent cause.   

If you are interested in joining the group, please call 

Jenny Boddington on 0118 988 5804 for further 

details. We meet at Swallowfield Parish Hall on 

Mondays from 2pm to 4pm during term times.   

 

Patricia Taylor 
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Hilaryôs Wolf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philipôs Flowers 
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

SWALLOWFIELD 

Saturday 11 June (2pm-5pm) sees the return of a 

local tradition  ï the  Swallowfield Church Fete!  

Weôve missed it for the last two years and so are 

working hard to make this the best ever!     

There is a New Look ï new venue on the Parish Hall 

Recreation Ground; and two new attractions:  fun Dog 

Agility and a Pimms & Beer Tent.   (Yes, well behaved 

dogs are encouraged - as are children!)  

This is in addition to the usual favourites:  Tea & Cake, 

Punch & Judy, childrenôs Magic, Sideshows, Toys & 

Games, the famous Book Stall, Gifts & Bric- -̈brac, 

arena entertainmentéé. The list goes one.   And a 

great Raffle, with serious prizes to be won.  

Free parking in the Swallowfield Park field, by kind 

permission of Farley Farms - just beyond the mini 

roundabout, with safe access to the Parish Hall from 

the field.  

 After the two hard years we have all experienced, this 

is your opportunity to enjoy a real community event for 

all ages ï and, at the same time, help keep the church 

in Swallowfield going, so that it is there when you want 

it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Stanley 

 

 


