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Swallowfield Parish 

Newsletter 
Summer 2021 

 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

It is with great sadness that I have to report the death 

of Councillor Bill Dance in April. Bill was a well-

respected and liked resident born in the parish in the 

same farmhouse in Stanford End that was his home 

throughout his life. We all extend our condolences to 

his family. 

Looking back on what I wrote in last year’s Summer 

Newsletter I could have made this a carbon copy. We 

were coming out of the first lockdown a year ago and 

fine weather had arrived – does that seem familiar? 

The main difference this time of course is the vaccine 

but let’s hope the government heeds scientific advice 

when deciding when it is safe to go out of the final 

stage out of lockdown, ensuring that this is the last. 

Case numbers have been on the rise in Wokingham 

and Reading Boroughs albeit mostly in the younger 

age groups who have yet to be vaccinated or who 

have only had one dose so I would say that we are 

not out of the woods just yet. 

For the second year running, the Church Fete and 

Swallowfield Show will not take place. However, I 

hope by next year life will have settled into something 

close to a new normal. Next year is the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee and as well as being able to 

celebrate that occasion and enjoy an additional Bank 

Holiday in June, I hope we will see the return of all 

our usual events. 

Parish Council official business continues but still not 

quite as we knew it! The Annual Meeting of the 

Parish Council was brought forward and held virtually 

whilst this was still lawful. This is when the members 

elect their chairman and other roles. The Council has 

decided that the current Chairman and other roles 

will continue unchanged for the time being. The 

Annual Parish Meeting was cancelled because it 

wasn’t safe to congregate in the hall. 

Formal council meetings can no longer lawfully be 

held virtually. It is not practical for the full parish 

council to meet physically whilst socially distanced 

and in safety. For this reason, formal council 

meetings involving all council members have been 

put on hold pending the Government’s decision about 

the final stage of coming out of lockdown. There is no 

legal requirement for parish councils to hold monthly 

meetings. Council members continue to meet, albeit 

now informally, via Zoom in much the same way as 

they have been doing. The meetings are being 

conducted along similar lines to a normal council 

meeting with the public invited (except for confidential 

business) but these meetings do not have the same 

legal standing as a formal council meeting. The clerk 

has been given delegated authority to implement any 

actions agreed by councillors at these meetings.  

The council is as busy as ever and the workload on 

councillors and staff never abates. The council is 

ready to co-opt an additional councillor to fill the 

vacancy left by Bill and there are three excellent 

candidates. In addition, the council can call upon 

volunteers to help councillors and the working groups 

with some of their business as is the case with the 

Flood Resilience Group which is closely allied to the 

council. Anyone who feels that they could assist in 

other areas such as halls, properties or the 

environment should approach any councillor or the 

clerk in the first instance. 

The halls group are busy preparing for users 

returning to the halls. This will be a phased 

reopening, starting with regular groups. 

Featured Article in this Issue : 

Traffic Calming Attitude Survey Page 3 

We need your responses 
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The properties group have been looking at a number 

of improvements to the council’s buildings, for 

example to improve disabled facilities and enhance 

energy efficiency. The soffits and rainwater goods 

have already been replaced on the buildings at 

Riseley, funded by money allocated from the Cala 

Homes development. 

The recreation group has been looking at 

replacement play equipment at Riseley as the Tractor 

has reached the end of its life. The fencing around 

the tennis courts has now been replaced and later on 

the two courts furthest from the clubhouse will be 

resurfaced all with the benefit of allocated funding 

from the Cala Homes development. Unfortunately, 

the Jubilee Train play item at Swallowfield has been 

taped off as it is deemed to be unsafe and will need 

to be repaired or replaced. The council is awaiting 

advice from suppliers. 

The transport group is once again looking at ways to 

manage the speed of vehicles passing through the 

parish and is coming up with some constructive ideas 

which the council hopes to take forward with support 

from residents. 

The allotments association goes from strength to 

strength and I gather that there is even a waiting list 

for plots. Setting this up was my first lead assignment 

on joining the parish council and it’s hard to believe 

that it has been going now for ten years! 

I trust you have been able to enjoy the recent fine 

weather and are looking forward to a pleasant 

summer ahead. 

Best wishes, 

John Anderson 
Chairman  

 

 

PLANNING REPORT 

Welcome again to the planning section of the parish 

Newsletter.  As always, I’ll offer a sweet fare of the 

intense and interesting from the world of Swallowfield 

planning – honest!   

As a parish council, we’re always pleased to hear 

from you - and please never assume we’ve seen 

everything that appears on social media.  My thanks 

go to Tanja who spotted a post on LinkedIn from 

Croudace Homes.  They have acquired an 

agreement option on two sites in the village – one at 

the western side of the village adjacent to the 

Basingstoke Road, the other being the fallow field 

alongside the planned development on Trowes Lane.  

Swallowfield is described in Wokingham Borough 

Council’s Local Plan Update from last year as being 

a limited development location due to the lack of local 

infrastructure – in other words public transport, 

schools and other services.  This should mean that it 

is very unlikely that these sites will be adopted for 

development – particularly with Wokingham’s focus 

on creating Strategic Development Locations (SDLs), 

where housing and infrastructure are developed 

together.  The only slight wrinkle on this is the current 

status of the Grazeley Garden Town, which was 

intended to take the majority of the new housing 

development for Wokingham, developed in 

association with West Berkshire and Reading.  A 

judicial review earlier this year upheld West 

Berkshire’s extension of the Detailed Emergency 

Planning Zone (DEPZ – in case I refer to it again) 

which is the area that would need to be evacuated if 

there was a radiation emergency from AWE 

Burghfield from 1.6km from the AWS site to 3.1km 

making it impossible to develop a large part of the 

15,000 houses in the planned town.  Wokingham are 

working out how to respond – it isn’t scrapped and 

they are considering what to do next. 

The Parish Council have been exploring writing a 

Neighbourhood Plan - and if we do, we will need your 

help!  A Neighbourhood Plan would give some 

control and shape over the way development 

happens in our parish.  It is a community owned and 

written document, agreed and voted for by our 

parishioners – we all get a say. It would become part 

of the wider planning policies of the borough and sit 

alongside Wokingham’s Local Plan, guiding what is 

developed where – and how it would look.  It would 

allow us to influence development on sites we wish to 

change, such as local eyesores, and would augment 

the village design statement in applying guidelines on 

housing style.  It wouldn’t stop development in the 

parish; Wokingham’s housing quota for the parish 

would still have to be met – but we would be able to 

influence where that housing was developed.  It 

would enable us to grant permission for development 

including construction, demolition or alterations and 

change of use of land or buildings; it also would 

provide protection for places we value.  The plan has 

to be positive and can’t just be “thank-you but no 

thank-you” so it could involve some tough choices.  

The best thing about the plan is that we can define 

the area we choose to cover – so we could 

potentially influence development across the county 

border along the Devil’s Highway in Hart where it 

abuts our parish.  Several local parishes have 

developed a Neighbourhood Plan – and there’s no 

doubt, they are very hard to develop and then agree.  

Chairman’s Report continued 
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The plan has to be widely circulated, signed-off by an 

independent inspector (sometimes with a public 

hearing) and finally when all is done, there is a public 

vote.  We would need to set up a neighbourhood 

forum to work through all these points – and that 

must comprise 21 individuals who live or work in the 

plan’s area.  Sound interesting?  Everything you 

could possibly want to know you can find out here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-

planning--2.  If you would like to be part of this 

initiative, please get in touch to put yourself forward 

as one of the 21 members of the forum. 

Finally, I remain intrigued by the plans for the Loddon 

long distance path that aims to connect the Thames 

Path at Wargrave to the Blackwater Valley Path at 

Swallowfield, forming a 19km route from the north to 

the south of Wokingham’s borough.  Stakeholder 

consultations are underway to allow development of 

early designs.  Sounds great! 

Jonathan Wheelwright 

Chair, Planning 

 

 

TRANSPORT REPORT 

Traffic Calming Attitudes Survey 

Swallowfield Parish Council (SPC) is aware of 

concern throughout the parish about speeding 

motorists causing disruption to the peace and calm of 

our rural villages and threatening the safety of other 

drivers, pedestrians (especially children), cyclists and 

animals. Your council is committed to improving the 

situation, but has very limited scope for action.  

In practice, SPC is wholly dependent on the 

cooperation of Wokingham Borough Council (WBC)  

and Thames Valley Police (TVP). These two 

agencies have responsibility and authority for 

everything to do with the public highway including 

speed limits, lighting, signage, ‘physical’ traffic 

calming measures, etc. This applies to local roads as 

well as major arteries. SPC will work to influence 

both organisations but is reliant on them for both the 

authority and the funding to make changes. 

Community support is vital to strengthen our 

negotiating position and provide a catalyst for 

change. 

To this end we have prepared a short survey to 

collate your views and canvass your support. This is 

an opportunity to have your say and will help us to 

help you. The survey is anonymous and you can 

complete it either online at  

www.surveymonkey.com/swallowfiedTCS 

or by obtaining a paper copy from the council offices 

at Swallowfield Parish Hall. 

There is one measure, however, that could be 

undertaken without support from WBC. Community 

Speedwatch is a countywide initiative in collaboration 

with, and supported by, the police. SPC intends to 

engage TVP with the goal of introducing this program 

in our parish. The program would require the support 

and participation of local residents in each of our 

communities. If you are interested in participating, or 

would like more  information, please provide your 

contact details on the survey.  

Results of the survey, and progress to date will be 

reported in subsequent editions of this newsletter.  

Thank you for your cooperation and support. 

Ian Fullerton 
Lead Councillor, Transport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2
http://www.surveymonkey.com/swallowfiedTCS
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 THE MARSHES LOCAL NATURE 

RESERVE  

SCHOOL ROAD RISELEY 

Our group of volunteers at The Marshes have worked 

hard to keep the reserve clear. We remove dead wood 

unwanted saplings and keep the area free from litter. 

The Parish Council has the paths mowed. At the 

moment some trees have suffered damage due to the 

awful spring weather.  

We also removed nettles 

from a patch next to the 

bridge and planted wildflower seeds. Last year the 

area was beautiful, full of colour and filled with many 

varieties of plants. Due to lockdown we have done 

very little work as a group. 

However, different 

wildflowers have 

appeared and the 

area is again filled 

with colour. Bees 

butterflies and many 

other insects have 

appeared. The area is 

delightful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWALLOWFIELD 

PARISH ALLOTMENT 

SOCIETY 

 

Despite some challenging weather over the last couple 

of months - a very cold and frosty April and then a 

warm but wet May - the plots at the Swallowfield 

Parish Allotments are now teeming with new growth. 

With the grass paths becoming overly long and the 

wildflower and pond plot becoming overwhelmed with 

weeds, the plotters gathered in mid-May to tackle the 

communal areas and bring them back under control. 

The wild plot revealed a statue that had been hidden 

by brambles for months. The pond area was extremely 

muddy but clearing some self-seeded tree saplings 

has opened the whole area up again. 

In May we passed a major milestone in the life of the 

Allotment Association when we clocked up 10 years 

since SPAA opened its gate to plotters. We will be 

celebrating in July when we hope more of the Covid 

restrictions have been lifted. 

FOX’S RUN 

 
We have decided not to cut Fox’s Run this summer 

to allow wildflowers to grow.   We very much hope 

this will attract bees, butterflies and other insects.  

If you have any interest in helping us to manage 

this area please get in touch with the Clerk 

(clerk@swallowfieldpc.gov.uk) or 01189 885 929. 
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There are many jobs to do in the early summer: 

Outdoor sowing 

Beetroot, broccoli, carrots and courgettes, kale, kohl 

rabi, marrows, oriental leaves, peas, pumpkins, runner 

beans, swedes, Swiss chard and turnips, salad 

leaves, spring onions and radishes. 

Plant out seedlings 

Aubergines, brussel sprouts, cabbages, cauliflowers, 

celeriac, chilli peppers, courgettes, summer squashes, 

French beans, kale, leeks, marrows, pumpkins, 

sprouting broccoli, sweetcorn and peppers. Don’t 

forget to protect your seedlings from any late frost. 

Time to harvest early crops 

New season early potatoes, peas and broad beans. 

Pick strawberries and gooseberries; harvest beetroot 

and summer salads. 

 

Jobs for June 

• wage war on weeds 

• mulch and water regularly 

• check your netting is secure and will not entrap 

wildlife 

• feed tomatoes being grown under cover when 

the first fruits form 

• continue to earth up potatoes 

• cut down broad beans and peas to the ground 

after the crops have finished but leave the roots 

in the ground as they are rich in nitrogen 

• feed asparagus after the final pickings (around 

the 21st June) but leave the plants to grow until 

autumn 

• cut off and pot up strawberry runners to make 

new plants 

• remove raspberry suckers and tie in 

blackberries 

• check for pests and diseases. 

 

HAVING A BONFIRE 

 

There are no laws against having a bonfire but there are laws about causing a nuisance. There are no set times 

in law which specify when burning may or may not take place. Smoke, or the smell of smoke from bonfires, can 

cause a statutory nuisance.   

• only burn dry material 

• never burn household rubbish, rubber types, or anything containing plastic, foam or paint 

• never use old engine oil, methylated spirits or petrol to light the fire or encourage it to burn 

• avoid lighting a fire in unsuitable weather conditions - smoke hangs in the air on damp, still days and in the 

evening - if it is windy, smoke may be blown into neighbours' gardens and across roads  

• warn your neighbours if you are going to have a bonfire - they are less likely to complain. 

Want to know more? 

Have a look at the website on  

www.swallowfieldallotment.org 

Please contact the SPAA Secretary to find out more about the Allotment site. 

Sue, Plot Holder 

 

Enquiries to SPAA Secretary, Claire Hamilton  

secretary@swallowfieldpaa.org 

http://www.swallowfieldallotment.org
mailto:secretary@swallowfieldpaa.org
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SWALLOWFIELD’S COFFEE 
CORNER 

 

 

Greetings to all our friends,  and we are hoping that 

if things continue to go to plan Coffee Corner may 

be able to reopen - perhaps in a slightly different 

form, and at a different time, but we're all crossing 

our fingers that we will be able to come up with an 

enjoyable and workable solution in due course. 

When we know what is possible we will be in touch 

to invite you all back. 

Although social contacts 

were restricted we were 

able to make and deliver 

some Easter treats to 

some of our friends and 

neighbours in the village 

and nearby, and we were 

relieved to find that we're 

still capable of turning out 

a delicious cupcake or 

two!  

Photos show Maggie and 

Hazel receiving their 

cakes. 

We hope that all our 

friends are well,  and, 

now that restrictions 

are easing off, that you 

are able to get out and 

see people again.  As 

ever, if anyone needs 

help,  let us 

know,  and we'll do our 

best to find a way to 

solve the problem.   

 

Very best wishes  

The Coffee Corner Team 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RISELEY VILLAGE TEA 

ROOM 

 

 

At last , we have all in place to reopen on Thursday 

July 1st. 

The Rock Choir have booked on our first day to get 

us underway: “ bless em “. 

Of course along with everyone else we will be 

waiting to hear of any changes prior to June 21st. 

I have a huge tick list and I’m happy to say we are 

getting the majority of tasks underway: 

licences ,insurances etc. all done. Extra washing up 

liquid and Marigolds purchased as we have to hand 

wash over 40 full tea sets. 

We will be putting the world to rights over the 

washing up and relishing getting back to work at 

Riseley Village Tea Room. 

Are we excited ? You bet we are . 

Pam Wright 

Manager 

Riseley Village Tea Room  

 

 

 

 

 

We are situated at the Victory Hall, Church Road, 

Farley Hill RG7 1TR, approximately two miles from 

Arborfield Cross. We started to bowl again on the 

5
th
May and will warmly welcome new players. The 

club mainly plays friendly matches against other 

clubs on Saturday and Sunday afternoons and 

Wednesday evenings. By the time you get to read 

this you will have missed our two open days on 30
th
 

& 31
st
 May, but anyone who would like to try the 

sport of Outdoor Bowling can do so by making a 

prior appointment at a convenient time with the 

undersigned.  Bowls in various sizes are available 

for your use but please note that only flat-soled 

shoes or trainers can be worn on the Green.  

For more information please visit our website – 

www.farleyhillbowlsclub.org.uk or contact  Club 

Secretary Bill Dowling on 01344 772130 or at 

secretary@farleyhillbowlsclub.org.uk 

http://www.farleyhillbowlsclub.org.uk
mailto:secretary@farleyhillbowlsclub.org.uk
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It still doesn’t seem real that we haven’t met since 

February 2020.  The most important cancellation was 

the installation of our third Master earlier this year and 

as a result the incumbent has had to serve another 

twelve months in Office – a rare occurrence in a 

young Lodge. 

However, assuming that things return to normal as 

promised on 21st June we have put in place plans to 

catch up with the backlog of work.  At  the regular 

meeting in September the Master will initiate his son, 

which should prove a memorable and moving 

occasion for both of them and all of the other Brethren 

present.  Due to the length of the ceremony and in 

order to allow the Candidate to enjoy his special 

evening we shall not entertain our ladies to dinner 

afterwards.  However, an emergency meeting has 

been arranged for the first Monday in October, when a 

shorter ceremony will allow us to enjoy the postponed 

Ladies’ Night.  Thereafter, we hope to return to the 

regular pattern of meetings.  

The Lodge normally meets four times a year on the 

first Mondays in February (Installation), September 

(Ladies’ Dinner Night) and November  

and the second Monday in May.  Any local Mason that 

would like to become a Joining Member, or any man 

interested in being initiated into the Fraternity should 

contact Tim Double (Mobile No: 07703 254350, or 

email: timpac5261@live.co.uk) for further information.  

We can offer them a fascinating experience in our 

excellent local venue with minimal travelling, warm 

fellowship and good food.   

                          Dr Roger H. Jago 

 

 

 

 

 

This year, in common with many other organisations, 

the Russell Players held their AGM via Zoom.  We 

were delighted that members embraced the 

technology and took the time to join us in what was a 

very productive and successful AGM. It saw the voting 

in of a new Secretary, Juliet Devon following the 

resignation of Maggie Uttley (who has served as our 

Secretary with amazing dedication and commitment 

for the last ten years) and a new Chairperson, Mitch 

Mitchell following the resignation of Tessa Costin.  By 

way of thanks, flowers and other goodies were 

delivered to them both in appreciation of their hard 

work during their term in office.   

Much discussion and thought has been given to the 

timing, viability and staging of our next production. 

Taking into account the lead time required to stage a 

production, the confidence and safety of both cast and 

our audiences, together with the availability of 

members, we believe our next viable production will 

be our ever-popular pantomime.   We are delighted to 

announce that Maggie Uttley will be directing 

Goldilocks, Three Bears and The Detectives.  All 

being well, we will have the read-through at the end of 

October followed by auditions and then straight into 

rehearsals.   It is hoped by then we can rehearse in 

the usual way and with the confidence of creating a 

safe, successful and enjoyable production.   

As to the plot, we will not give too much away at this 

stage but we can assure audiences, cast and all those 

involved, the production promises to provide the usual 

fun, laughter and entertainment we have come to 

expect from the Russell Players’ pantomime.  Further 

details will follow in due course  

Due to the wonders of Zoom and our good fortune in 

having members willing to organise events, we have 

been able to host quiz nights and play-readings 

throughout the pandemic.  The play-readings have 

provided the opportunity to explore possible plays for 

future productions and the quiz nights have created a 

healthy and sometimes competitive spirit during these 

unprecedented times. 

Both have proved very successful and have been a 

great way of keeping members in touch with each 

other.   

Do visit our website www.russellplayers.co.uk  for up-
to-date information about our activities.  If you would 
like to join the Russell Players please contact Juliet 
Devon via our email address : 
russellplayers@gmail.com  

Juliet Devon 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:timpac5261@live.co.uk
http://www.russellplayers.co.uk
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After more than a year closed, Swallowfield Baby & 

Toddler group was excited to be able to reopen in 

April. It was great to have see everyone return and 

meet lots of new little ones. We are enjoying our new 

temporary home at Riseley Tennis Club and are 

hoping to be able to make the most of the warmer 

weather by using the outside spaces for play during 

the summer months. 

 

Please do 

keep an eye 

on our 

Facebook 

page for 

opening details 

and upcoming 

activities and 

come down 

and join us - 

Fridays from 

10-11.30am 

including 

school 

holidays.  

 

 

 

Lianne Yule 

swallowfieldbabytoddlergroup@gmail.com  

 
 

 
SWALLOWFIELD LOCAL HISTORY 

SOCIETY 

Following a couple of Committee Meetings plans are 

being made to start meeting again in the Autumn.   

Perhaps an afternoon tea party in October and a 

Speaker in November – everything rests on our 

restrictions being eased.    

 
Jennifer Highwood our archivist has continued to 

gather ‘Memories’ from people living in the Parish and 

gives us an update: 

There was clearly a tight knit community in Farley Hill 

before the First World War. When researching Harry 

Allen for the last edition I checked the memories of 

Daisy Mason who was born in 1898 and lived in 

Drumhead Cottage. She would have known his family. 

Mr Allen and Mr Mason worked together at 

Swallowfield Park  in forestry and Daisy told how in 

winter they would leave at 4 am and walk, sometimes 

as far as Arborfield, to wherever oak trees had been 

felled. They had to strip the bark in large sections 

before it dried out, before it was taken to Reading 

Tanyards. It stained their fingers purple. All work had 

to be done by Lady Day, March 25th. The pay was 

poor and her father, after 25 years at the park, left 

around 1916 to work for the Forestry Commission - 

cutting props for the trenches at Bramshill. One 

doubts if the better income would ever have 

compensated for having one son die in that war aged 

19 and another come back from Canada to fight, only 

to be gassed and blinded. 

We have five pages of Daisy’s memories thanks to 

Mrs Pamela Marley and others who interviewed local 

residents in the 1970’s. Photos of forestry and of staff 

at the park have vanished, but if anyone reading this 

has copies we would love to see them. And if you 

have family reminiscences of this period, please do 

share them with us. 

Members will receive all the latest information and 

posters will announce the details – we welcome 

visitors to all our meetings which are usually held on 

the third Thursday in the month.        

 

Maggie (Secretary) 0118 988 2954 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:swallowfieldbabytoddlergroup@gmail.com
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SWALLOWFIELD ART 

GROUP  

 

At long last the art group is able 

to meet again at Swallowfield Parish Hall.  Social 

distancing and strict Covid-19 safety measures did not 

detract from our happiness at being back together with 

our lovely tutor, Elizabeth Baldin, once again. 

The subject for our first session was a beautiful 

Austrian flower meadow with a view of misty 

mountains in the background.  Our mission was to use 

watercolours to produce a loose impressionistic 

painting.  Given that watercolour is a tricky medium 

and controlling where you don’t want the paint to go is 

critical, we used making fluid to protect areas we 

wanted to leave white or fill in later.  At this point, we 

discovered the virtues of tinted masking fluid, as the 

white stuff is very hard to see once it’s dry. 

Elizabeth explained that the key to maintaining a good 

balance of tones and depth of colour is to paint in 

sections, beginning with the sky, allowing colours to 

run and blend to create a feeling of movement.  

Leaving this section to dry, we then painted the middle 

section - the grass in the middle distance - using a 

variety of different green tones and leaving lots of 

white.  Next, we painted the mountains, making sure 

to fade the tones for the far distance, as objects look 

paler the farther away they are. 

We then moved on to the foreground, first putting in 

soft blobs of colour for the clover and dabs of yellow 

for the other flowers.  The impression of grass was 

created through loose and varied brush strokes, 

making sure to leave plenty of white space.  With the 

fir trees in the middle distance, it was important to 

ensure that the tones varied to give the impression of 

light and shade. 

Once everything was completely dry, we rubbed off 

the masking fluid to reveal the areas of white 

protected from the paint so far.  It was then a matter of 

artistic judgement as to which to leave white and 

which to go over with a pale wash or add deeper 

tones. 

The impressionistic style, whilst looking simple and 

almost casual, is deceptively difficult, as we are taught 

from very young to aim for accuracy and precision.  

Switching off this desire to impose order takes 

practice and can be very frustrating! 

If you are interested in joining the group, please call 

Jenny Boddington on 0118 988 5804 for further 

details. Numbers are currently very restricted but 

hopefully this will ease in due course.  We meet at 

Swallowfield Parish Hall on Mondays from 2pm to 

4pm. 

                                                    Patricia Taylor 
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Riseley Tennis Club is a sociable club with members 

aged from 5 to 75, united by the desire to have fun 

and improve our game. Located at the border of 

Berkshire and Hampshire, we are accessible from 

around Reading, Basingstoke, Finchampstead and 

Wokingham areas.  

We have four floodlit hard courts for all-year round 

play, with a licensed clubhouse which includes 

changing facilities, hall hire, kitchen and fully stocked 

bar.   

We enjoy regular club events, on-site coaching for 

adults and children provided by our LTA registered 

coach and the chance to compete in tournaments. We 

also enter men's, ladies and mixed teams in both the 

Berkshire and the Basingstoke and District leagues. If 

you're looking for somewhere to play tennis regularly 

or just to try it out, please get in contact. 

Visit our website www.riseleytennisclub.co.uk or our 

Facebook page.  

For any questions, please contact Annie Marson, 

Membership Secretary: 

membership@riseleytennisclub.co.uk 

or 07867792093.  

For more information on coaching, please contact 

Michael Fairburn at coach@riseleytennisclub.co.uk or 

07434007464. 

The summer season is well under way, we have 27 

teams from under 14’s to over 55’s entered in 4  

different leagues at Riseley. So far in the Basingstoke 

League our Men’s and Ladies teams have won every 

match, in the Mixed only our B team have lost a match 

and that was against our A team. In the Berkshire 

Vets we have a Ladies over 40s, a Men’s over 45 and 

a Men’s over 55 team, so far they have won more 

matches than they have lost. In the Berkshire National 

League we have 3 adult teams and 6 junior teams, our 

two under 14 Boy’s teams are currently first and 

second in their division. In the Berkshire summer 

league we have 3 ladies, 3 Men’s and 2 Mixed. We 

just ran a very successful under 14’s road to 

Wimbledon tournament where the winner has the 

chance to compete on the grass at Wimbledon. At the 

end of this month we are running a Men’s and Ladies 

singles tournament, then in September will be holding 

our annual club champs, which will have singles and 

doubles events. So as you can see Riseley Tennis 

Club has a lot on with regard to competitive tennis 

with something for everyone.  

Pete, Match Secretary 

Road to Wimbledon Tournament Participants 

from the left Jake, Ruben , Marcel and Lucas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/RiseleyTennisClub
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SWALLOWFIELD  

PRE-SCHOOL 

 

 

The second half of the Summer Term has started just 

as we would predict - busy and fun! There has been 

so much to do – both inside and out – so much to 

investigate, discover and learn about whilst playing; 

imagination and creativity leading the way. 

We’ve spent time outside playing with pirates, water 

and desert islands - following clues and making maps 

to find hidden treasure! We've made train tracks to 

transport people on journeys through villages, telling 

stories as we play.  We’ve set up home with the dolls’ 

houses and used tools to carry out DIY.  We’ve 

cooked in the home corner, looked after babies in the 

cottage, driven vehicles down ramps, through tunnels 

and over bridges, rushed to emergencies, danced to 

music and constructed with wooden blocks, sticks 

and junk!  

We have investigated 'shades of colours’ using 

natural resources within our art work; incorporating 

textures and using a range of techniques to obtain 

different effects.  We created a ‘wall of flowers’ 

complete with honeycomb and bees and used 

binoculars and magnifying glasses to observe the 

wildlife in the garden.  We have witnessed birds 

making nests, feeding their young and have seen 

them disappearing in to secret locations!   

We are looking forward to receiving a delivery of tiny 

caterpillars which we will nurture as they transform in 

to beautiful butterflies - we’ll then release these in to 

our garden. 

We became budding chefs as we baked blueberry 

breakfast muffins, using simple visual recipes to 

collect the correct quantities of each ingredient; 

stirring them together with big wooden spoons and 

dividing the mixture between the individual cases. 

The smell from the kitchen as they baked was 

amazing…and they tasted good too! 

This will be the final term for some of our cohort as 

they will be leaving to start the next stage of their 

educational journey at local primary schools.  Despite 

a strange year due to the pandemic, we have been 

delighted to spend time with the children since 

September, watching as they grow, learn and 

develop; marvelling at new experiences, making new 

friends and sharing their infectious enthusiasm.  We 

wish all of them well at their new settings. 

If you would like to know more about starting your 

child’s educational adventure with Swallowfield Pre-

School, please do get in touch to secure a place for 

the next academic year onwards. 

For more information about the Pre-School, to 

receive a Prospectus or to register for a place, please 

contact us at info@swallowfieldpreschool.org.uk      

Swallowfield Pre-School offers morning sessions, 

Monday-Friday at Swallowfield Parish Hall 9.15 - 

12.30. We are a fully inclusive setting and have been 

rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted. 

Helen Coulter, Manager 

mailto:info@swallowfieldpreschool.org.uk
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THE VIEW FROM THE HILL 

The last edition of 

VFTH was just over 

a year ago, mid-

Pandemic 

lockdown.  It has 

been a challenging 

12 months for 

everyone, but we 

feel blessed to work 

in an outdoor 

environment, in 

small bubbles of 

staff, and have 

suffered very little in 

the way of Covid 

cases on the team 

(2 out of 25 employees, both mild cases).  We know 

not everyone in our community has been as fortunate 

and our thoughts are with anyone who has lost loved 

ones or been affected with more serious symptoms. 

Farley Hall Horse Trials 2021 is taking place 25-27
th
 

June in Swallowfield Park.  Despite a slow start to the 

eventing season as horses were unfit for competition 

when the season re-started on 1
st
 April, we have seen 

over 1000 entries and hence will be running a third 

day on the Friday.  At present this is billed as a closed

-doors event which is why you won’t have seen signs 

up, however, we hope to at least be allowed to 

welcome in foot visitors from the local area.  Owners, 

grooms and riders are of course all allowed in plus 

over 100 helpers a day, spaced around the site, so it 

will not be too quiet!  If we can open the doors to 

spectators, a note will be placed on Facebook so 

please keep an eye out.  If not, we are sorry but we 

will have to turn you away from the gate.  One sure 

way to get in is to volunteer, get in touch if this is of 

interest! 

On the subject of Swallowfield Park, thank you to all 

those who have been so respectful of the opportunity 

to walk in some wider areas of the park over the past 

12 months.  In terms of those less respectful, please 

do not leave dog poo bags lying around, either leave 

the poo where it lands (it is countryside not a city 

park!), or take your poo bag away. We will not be 

providing bins as this is not a public area.  If they go 

on the road/path, a stick usually does the job to move 

it into the long grass!  We would also ask you not to 

picnic in the park as this leaves litter and is very 

disturbing to wildlife, far more so than a quiet walk 

through. 

We do need to make the space safe for livestock 

going forwards so you will see a few fencing works in 

the upcoming weeks.  Do not panic, we still intend to 

allow walking but we need to be able to open and 

close areas more easily so they can be grazed.  In 

essence follow the signage which tells you if you may 

walk – if there is livestock there then no, and some 

areas are never available.  The permission to walk is 

aimed at those who live here, not visitors from 

elsewhere, so commercial dog walkers and others 

driving from outside the area, should not be coming in, 

hence the no-car rule.   

In terms of how the rest of the estate has fared 

through Covid, the equestrian centre is still busy, most 

of our residential and commercial tenants have 

survived – though some of the latter have had some 

tough times and we have tried to help especially the 

smaller businesses.  The shooting season was badly-

affected by Covid, with November and January being 

subjected to lockdowns during our busiest months.  

We did manage to shoot in September, October and 

December thank goodness, which mitigated our 

losses.  This year looks to be a bumper year, 

however, with some estates having permanently or 

temporarily cancelled their shoots, ours is proving 

popular as one that is going ahead still.  Shooting is a 

huge part of what we do and the reason for the Farley 

community.  Whilst the sport does not always get 

good press, it is a key reason for urban participants to 

invest in the countryside and without it, the divide 

between rural/urban could grow.  Shoots require 

woodland, wild birdseed crops, and varied hedgerows/

hillsides, so are beneficial for the environment in so 

many ways, as long as bird numbers and welfare are 

kept as a priority. 

We have a few small development projects coming up 

or underway: an appeal regarding the conversion of 

an outbuilding at the Hall into a staff property, the sale 

of Tanners Grain Store (on Swallowfield Road), which 

is likely to be converted into an attractive house in 

keeping with those either side of it, and the change of 

use of the Bridge Farm Grain Store.  Since the closure 

of the Dairy in 2019 we have barns at Tanners 
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suitable for tipping grain, and no longer require both.  

As the Bridge Farm store is now the wrong side of the 

new road, and abuts an industrial estate, it makes 

sense to convert that one into a light industrial unit 

and keep our farm operations on the farm. 

In terms of larger projects we are looking at Bridge 

Farm and the land now cut off by the road, which is 

about 6-7 acres, but do not have anything bigger than 

that afoot at the current time.  The land by 

Greensward Lane was left in quite a bad state after 

the road construction but has been reseeded and will 

need to be cut, sprayed and maybe seeded again in 

the autumn and will then hopefully be suitable for 

horses to graze. 

Finally, we have had some staffing changes, with 

Adam Gardner departing the Estate after seventeen 

years.  We wish him well, and welcome Charlie Burrett 

who has taken over and is well underway with Horse 

Trials prep.  If you see anything we normally take care 

of that has not been done this year, just drop us a line 

as it may be Charlie is not aware!  We now have two 

farm workers, Sam and Dwayne, who along with Matt 

our long-standing Head of Maintenance, can take care 

of most problems! 

As always, please contact The Estate Office or myself 

(natalie@farleyfarms.co.uk) if you want more 

information about any of the above, or have any 

comments at all, thank you. 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH SWALLOWFIELD 

In the spring edition, I was very upbeat about the 

beautiful spring wild flowers at All Saints and invited 

you all to enjoy them in our constantly open 

churchyard. I hope you saw the final flush of the knee-

high red campion and the myriad of bees and insects, 

now being joined by butterflies.  How do we manage 

our ecology? It is through some judicious wildflower 

sowing and primarily by not mowing at all till the end 

of the wildflower seeding season ie mid June 

onwards.  

However, this year the areas nearest the church were 

given a special early cut to be more ‘lawn-like’ for a 

wedding on 3 June. Unfortunately, this led to a sad 

misinterpretation that we were wilfully neglecting other 

sensitive areas. The backlash on social media was 

strong and, inevitably, very upsetting. As an education 

and church ‘safeguarder’, I suppose I can be glad to 

have experienced first hand what is causing many 

people, especially our youngsters, to become 

depressed and even suicidal if they experience 

repeated negativity.  

Ours was hopefully a once-off and let’s try to turn it to 

some good. Thank you so much to the one supportive 

emailer and the gardener who volunteered some 

mowing.  I feel it behoves us all, as a church and as a 

village community, to take note of the potentially 

harmful power of social media and, instead,  say 

‘come and talk to us’ and ‘what can we do to help?’ if 

there is an issue or if anyone has bad experiences. 

My email address is stanleyba33@gmail.com and the 

Parish Clerk or Karen at the Benefice Office 

(office@loddonreach.org.uk) can also help find the 

right channels to seek or to volunteer assistance.  

Red campions in the churchyard 

You may not realise that ‘the church’ is, in this case, a 

small band of a little over a dozen active volunteers 

from the congregation who are doing our best to keep 

mailto:natalie@farleyfarms.co.uk
mailto:stanleyba33@gmail.com
mailto:office@loddonreach.org.uk
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VANDALISM 

We are sad to report several recent incidents of mindless vandalism in the parish. 

All Saints Church, Swallowfield was the first target a couple of weeks ago with 9 panes of glass broken by 9mm 

steel balls either from a slingshot or a BB gun.  And last week another 3 panes have been broken. 

The third incident took place at Riseley Tennis Club  on Saturday 29th May at about 7pm.  The hand sanitiser 

unit was deliberately smashed. This incident was captured on CCTV and the footage passed to the police. 

If you know anything about either of these incidents please contact either the church or the tennis club. 

a village institution going and an ecological 

churchyard asset open to all. The fact that an unmown 

path caused such angst is encouraging in that it 

suggests the village does in fact care whether there is 

still a church in Swallowfield, as there has been for 

over 900 years. But will it make it to 1000, or even 950 

years? That depends on all of us in Swallowfield 

parish, not just the  ‘twelve disciples’.  

Covid has devastated our community events, making 

it easier for people to forget the community value of 

the annual church Fête, weekly Coffee Corner, the 

Christmas market, the special events and the 

children’s Crib Service, among others. A closed 

church and no fundraising events devastated our 

already stretched finances and we are now in our 

second year of deficit. As an example, the churchyard 

maintenance contract alone is about £1400 annually 

and we have our 5 year ‘quinquenial’ structural review 

this year, which always highlights significant repair 

needs in a historic building. Without positive 

community involvement, we envisage a gradual 

decline till the coffers run dry and the church (and 

therefore a maintained churchyard) becomes a 

community memory.  

It is becoming increasingly difficult for the 

congregation alone to keep All Saints going, 

financially and practically, to the standard we would all 

like to see. I’d love to receive your emailed 

suggestions of how we can raise the funds and find 

the helpers to keep afloat. All ideas and help gratefully 

received! 

Let’s be positive:  as well as a historic church, we 

currently have a peaceful ecological churchyard which 

will have the relevant mown paths; and let’s be 

thankful for the future volunteers and donors who will 

help preserve it for future generations to enjoy as we 

can do this summer.   

 Barbara Stanley, Church Warden 

As mentioned above 12 panes of glass have been 

broken by vandals.  The cost of replacement glass is a 

burden we could do without at a time the church has 

little or no income and the our insurance excess 

means it’s not worth a claim. 

If anyone knows anything about this incident please 

could they let the Benefice office know.   

Brad, Church warden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALICO TRUST 
Do you need help? 

• For people living in Swallowfield Parish (which includes Riseley, Swallowfield, Farley Hill, Stanford End and 

Loddon Court Farm) the Calico Trust can provide financial help to anyone who may be struggling or in 

difficulty, especially during these uncertain times. 

Please don’t suffer in silence!  We are here to help.  Call one of us.   

        Ros on 9882014 or Celia on 9884661 (or 07946654424) 
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Swallowfield Medical  

Practice  

 

 

The Partners and staff at Swallowfield Medical 

Practice would like to thank all of our patients for their 

support and patience during the recent problems we 

have had with our telephone system.   

 

We are currently waiting for a new system to be 

installed on Thurs 10
th
 June however we have had the 

current system updated as far as we can and no call 

should be sounding engaged, as they may have done 

before.  Please try to hang on when you get through 

rather than hang up – hanging up loses your place in 

the queue and the next time you call, you will have to 

go to the back of the queue again . Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

On this note, the 

Partners would also like to 

thank the staff for their help during this time.  

Reception staff have been answering calls as quickly 

as they can and have faced a barrage of complaints 

(and sadly verbal abuse on more than one occasion), 

whilst working tirelessly and as hard as they can to 

process  calls quickly.  The new telephone system will 

be a great relief to all of us, I am sure! 

In response to the lessening local incidences of Covid-

19 (and in an attempt to get life back on tracks for 

everyone), the Partners have reviewed the number of 

appointments available for patients to book 

themselves via patient online services.  A number of 

both telephone consultation and face to face 

appointments are available to book by the patient 

now.  We do ask that patients notify us if any 

symptoms change between the date of booking and 

attending a face to face appointment.  We need to 

continue to work as hard as we can to keep all of our 

patients and staff safe.  If you have an appointment 

booked and begin to experience any of the symptoms 

for Covid-19, please call the surgery before coming in 

for your appointment to give us the chance to review 

you in an area away from other patients. Please wear 

a face mask or face covering for the duration of your 

time in the surgery premises, thank you.  Hand 

sanitiser is always available. 

Please note, due to the demands on doctors time at 

the moment, we have suspended all medicals going 

forward.  Medicals are quite time consuming and 

whilst we are managing and reviewing our 

appointment list, we have had to make the difficult 

decision to stop offering these for the immediate 

future.  We will advise our patients via the website / 

facebook or newsletter when this changes again. 

The dispensary team have been trying to notify all 

patients who have medications on repeat which are 

requested by a third party (rather than the patient 

themselves).  This includes virtual pharmacies and 

appliance and device suppliers who request items on 

behalf of the patient.  This is because some patients 

have been receiving everything on their repeat list 

regardless of whether the items are needed or not.  

Not every patient needs every item each and every 

time.  If you have any problems or concerns about 

this, please do not hesitate to contact the dispensary 

team and they will help.     

swallowfield.dispensary@nhs.net  

Saturday 5
th
 June was (currently) the last Covid-19 

vaccination clinic we have booked at the Village Hall.  

If and when we are supplied with any more vaccines, 

we will advise our patients accordingly.  The Partners 

would like to thank our staff who worked at the clinics 

and particularly thanks to the wonderful volunteers 

from Swallowfield Village Hall.  The volunteers from 

the hall have provided invaluable help which has 

allowed the surgery staff to carry on with the job in 

hand, so to speak. 

Wishing everyone a safe and healthy June – thank 

goodness the sun is shining at last! 

 

From Helen & the Team at SMP            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:swallowfield.dispensary@nhs.net
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LOCAL MEMBER UPDATE 

 WOKINGHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL  

Plans for employment hub to help residents find jobs 

Plans are being completed to create an employment hub 

run by Wokingham Borough Council to help residents 

find jobs post the pandemic.  

The hub, which will be in or close to Wokingham town 

centre, will support residents right across the Borough 

with satellite sessions being run across the Borough, as 

the Borough recovers from the impacts of the Covid-19 

pandemic and the challenges this has created with 

increased unemployment.  

The hub will allow residents to get locally available, 

accessible and individually tailored support directly, when 

they need it, close to home.  

A range of partner agencies, including the Department 

for Work and Pensions, National Careers Service, 

Wokingham Job Support Centre and the Optalis 

Supported Employment Service, will be involved to 

provide comprehensive advice and help. 

Permanent location and drop in centres 

An exact location is still being looked at but the aim is for 

the hub to be open five days per week and will be 

accessible to those with mobility issues.  

There is also an aspiration to run drop-in centres at 

locations across the borough. It will have space to deliver 

training and digital skills, space for sessions run by 

outside bodies and partners, access to computers to 

assist with job searches and a welcome/reception area.  

 Our employment hub will provide a one-stop shop for 

anyone looking for work in our borough.  

Rising unemployment is a problem we’ve seen grow in 

the last year across the country, which may still get 

worse as we come out of lockdown, so we have stepped 

up to provide the facilities our residents will need to help 

them get back into work. 

Removing hidden unemployment barriers 

Wokingham borough does not have its own Jobcentre 

Plus, with the nearest ones in Reading and Bracknell.  

This creates additional barriers and costs especially for 

those facing greater challenges or the ‘hidden’ 

unemployed, including those who want to work but have 

given up looking, working less than they want, young 

people relying on parents or older people relying on 

savings. 

Over the last year Wokingham borough has already 

seen a significant increase in unemployment, more than 

doubling albeit from a relatively low base rate.  

The aim is to create a space in which people can access 

expert advice and support to help them navigate their 

way into sustained employment or education, to drive 

unemployment rates down as quickly as possible in the 

borough. 

Services will focus on providing the skills to enable 

people to get into work, retraining older people and 

maximising opportunities in high demand sectors such as 

care workers, the green economy and film production. 

Jobs in high demand sectors 

There will also be short training opportunities for high 

demand employment sectors such as the CSCS card 

(required for work on construction sites), safe lifting (for 

work in the care sector) and food hygiene. 

Setting up the hub would cost about £80,000 to refurbish 

and fit out, with annual running costs and maintenance 

expected to cost £10,000 a year.   

The hub will have staff from the council’s property, adult 

education and not in employment, education or training 

(NEET) teams, with ongoing support from the 

Department for Work and Pensions and Jobcentre Plus.  

Optalis supported employment service who provide 

employment support for people with disabilities, including 

people with mental health issues, will also be involved.  

Working in partnership 

The centre will also work in partnership with the council’s 

youth services and education and training providers, 

offering attractive spaces for meetings and training. 

As government business support schemes wind down 

there are widespread predictions of a further spike in 

unemployment on top of the increases already seen.  

The council’s plans for the employment hub would ensure 

that as this happens, we will be ready to support the 

Borough’s residents who are searching for work. 
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Farley Hill Primary, senior team visit new Arborfield 

School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The leaders from Farley Hill Primary School have been 

given a tour of their new school site in Arborfield. Head 

Emma Clarke, business manager Nina Martins and 

chairman of governors Duncan Hamilton were given a 

tour of the new primary school being built at Arborfield 

Green. 

Construction of school is entering the final stages, with 

all the modules for the buildings now in place. The new 

school will open September 2021 and includes 

community facilities such as a 3G sports pitch for use 

outside school hours. 

The inclusive buildings includes generous classrooms, 

specialist areas for design and food technology, PE 

and dance, and provides the latest digital teaching 

tools such as interactive teaching screens and sound 

systems.  Relocating Farley Hill Primary School 

address deficiencies in the current Farley Hill 

accommodation and will reduce traffic congestion 

caused at the start and end of the school day.  

Emma Clarke, head at Farley Hill Primary School said, 

“We feel so honoured to be moving Farley Hill Primary 

to the new site. The building we have seen so far is 

incredible and we are looking forward to continuing 

Farley Hill’s exciting learning journey. All of the 

children, parents, staff and Governors are very much 

looking forward to the many new adventures we will 

have at our new site.” 

We look forward to the opening of the new school 

building which will undoubtedly provide a fantastic 

education for hundreds of children in the years ahead. 

Emma and her team will be able to make the most of 

the range of facilities available on site, providing a rich 

curriculum across a range of subjects in their new 

building. 

A nursery will also be part of the premises, which has 

room and planning permission to expand to 630 school 

places when required. The school is part of the 

Arborfield Garrison major development and is one of 

two primary schools being built in the area, with the 

second coming as part of a later construction phase.  

This follows the construction of Bohunt secondary 

school in Arborfield, which opened in September 

2016. 

Arborfield Green’s new school facilities are funded 

through developer contributions as part of the four 

major new communities at Arborfield and Shinfield, 

as well as North and South Wokingham, and 

includes an investment of £98million in new schools. 

Time to repurpose your old black recycling 

boxes 

Hedgehog home, vegetable planters and wood store 

are just some of the ideas Wokingham Borough 

Council has been sent by its residents as they find 

new uses for their old black recycling boxes. 

The rollout of the Borough’s waterproof recycling 

bags is now complete and WBC is encouraging as 

many residents as possible to find a new use for 

their old black boxes. 

Residents are already using them for a number of 

practical uses at home and in the garden which 

include:  

 Storage for items in the shed/garage/loft 

  As a planter in the garden for growing 
vegetables or flowers 

 Storing glass to take to the bottle bank 

 Donating to a neighbour who needs it 

As I write this brief update, summer has definitely 

arrived with us, with much heat, sunshine and much 

warmer spells. I hope that you all are have an 

enjoyable Summer despite the remains of lockdown 

measures and that we all are keeping safe during 

the third and let’s hope it’s the last lockdown. 

  

Stuart Munro 
Member for Swallowfield, 

Wokingham Borough Council 
 

http://https/www.wokingham.gov.uk/major-developments/arborfield-garrison/
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Parish Council Members and Areas of Responsibility 

 
 

Working Groups and Areas of Responsibility 

CONTACTING THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Councillors can be contacted through Liz Halson, Parish Clerk 

Telephone: 01189 885 929   Email:  clerk@swallowfieldpc.gov.uk 

 
 
Parish Council 

John Anderson - Chairman 
Jonathan Wheelwright - Vice Chairman 
Mark Binns, Gordon Collender,  Catherine 
Drew, Angela King, Margaret McDonald, Ian 
Fullerton 

Planning 
Applications, borough planning, core strategy, design statements 

Jonathan Wheelwright – Chairman 
All members of the council 
  

Area Members 

Communications 
Newsletter, Website, Annual Report 
Media communication – press, television, radio 
How do we communicate face-to-face  

Gordon Collender – Lead 
Jonathan Wheelwright 

Environment & Rural Affairs 
The Marshes, Van Demans, Swallowfield Meadow, Community  
Orchard 
Links with WBC, Biodiversity Plan, 
Footpaths, Waste, NAG, RCAG  

Angela King - Lead 
Mark Binns 
 
  

Finance 
Budgets, Investments, Sinking Fund, Grants 
Asset Management, H/S 
Risk Assessment, Insurance  

John Anderson – Lead 
Gordon Collender, 
Catherine Drew 
Jonathan Wheelwright 

Halls 
General maintenance 
Marketing Group, Involvement with Users 
  

Margaret McDonald - Lead 
Angela King 

Health and Well-Being 
Local health and well-being issues 
Medical practice 
WBC – Health and Social Care, SCAS, Responders, Heartstart, 
Clinical Commissioning Group, CAB, Calico Trust, Relate  

Angela King—Lead 
Margaret McDonald 
  

Human Resources 
Members of staff 
Appraisal, recruitment, staff training  

Gordon Collender - Lead 
Margaret McDonald 
John Anderson 

Property 
Fieldfayre, Hall Buildings, Land  

John Anderson – Lead 
Catherine Drew, Jonathan Wheelwright 

Recreation 
Play areas; Swallowfield, Riseley, Farley Hill, skateboard park; 
Recreation grounds; Swallowfield, Riseley, Football pitches  

 
Jonathan Wheelwright - Lead (Interim) 
  

Resilience 
Flooding issues, ditches, rivers, sewerage 
Wider involvement with issues relating to public safety. 
  
Sub Group: Flood Resilience Group  

Ian Fullerton - Lead 
Angela King 
Margaret McDonald 
  
Ian Fullerton, Graham Stanley (co-chair) 

Transport 
Road issues, speeding traffic, public and private transport 

Ian Fullerton—Lead 
Jonathan Wheelwright 
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SWALLLOWFIELD PARISH HALL 

 For bookings call Sue Howorth on 0118 988 5444 

 or email finance_officer@swallowfieldpc.gov.uk 

  

 HALL FEE RATES FROM 

1st SEPTEMBER 2020 

Parish     

Residents * 

Non-Parish 

Residents 

&  

commer-

cial users 

   £/per hour £/per hour 

 MAIN HALL — capacity 200 (130 seated) 

 Monday-Friday up to 6pm £14.50 £26.00 

 Sat, Sun up to 6pm 

 and Sun-Thurs after 6pm 
£19.50 £40.50 

 Fri and Saturday after 6pm £30.00 £49.50 

 DAVIES ROOM — capacity 40 (20 seated) 

 Monday-Friday up to 6pm £8.50 £11.50 

 Sat, Sun up to 6pm 

 and Sun-Thurs after 6pm 
£9.75 £14.00 

 Fri and Saturday after 6pm £13.00 £20.50 

ROSE ROOM ** - capacity 14 boardroom                               

(30 seated theatre style) 

Monday-Friday up to 6pm £18.50 £18.50 

Sat, Sun up to 6pm 

and Sun-Thurs after 6pm 
£12.00 £19.00 

Fri and Saturday after 6pm £14.00 £21.50 

  
£/per  

session 
£/per 

 session 

Half day all users**  (9am-1pm or 

1pm-5pm)              
£65.00           £65.00 

Full day all users** (9am-5pm) £120.00 £120.00 

 

Contact details for Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Jenny Boddington  988 5804 

        email: jenny.swallowfield@btinternet.com 

Badminton Club – Mixed (Martin Griffin)  988 2671 

                                Ladies (Val Payne): 988 3594 

Bell Ringing - Tower Captain/Secretary 988 5312                       

   (Stephen Jenkins)     s-jenkins@live.co.uk 

Calico Trust, Celia Adams:    988 4661 

                       Ros Riddell  988 2014 

Farley Hill Bowls Club (Bill Dowling):    

    01344 772130 

 email: billdowling@farleyhillbowlsclub.org.uk 

Farley Hill Cricket Club                     07594 110592 

 www.farleyhill.play-cricket.com 

Farley Hill Village Society:    web: www.fhvs.org.uk 

 email: events@fhvs.org.uk  

Pilates,Victory Hall:  admin@victoryhalltrust.com 

Sew Society, Victory Hall 

 admin@victoryhalltrust.com 

Book Club, Victory Hall 

                                      admin@victoryhalltrust.com 

History Society (Maggie Uttley) 988 2954  

      email: slhsoc@yahoo.co.uk 

Horticultural Society (Val Payne):  988 3594 

Riseley Village Tea Room (Pam Wright): 996 7375 

Russell Players (Juliet Devon):   

 russellplayers@gmail.com  

 www.russellplayers.co.uk 

RSF Tennis Club  

 https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/RiseleyTennisClub 

Membership          membership@rsftennisclub.co.uk 

Swallowfield Church Choir 

Swallowfield Parish Allotment Association         

(SPAA): Claire Hamilton, secretary              9734415  

Swallowfield Scout Group: 

  Beavers (Paul Cobbold)          988 3369 

  Cubs (Paul Harrington)         976 0506 

  Scouts (Paul Cobbold)        988 3369 

  Waiting list (Tanja Maskell)  988 6582 

Swallowfield Pitt Bridge Lodge No. 9970 

 Tim Double                                       07703 254350 

          Timpac5261@live.co.uk 

Swallowfield Pre-School 

Helen Coulter 0777 1184982 
         swfpreschool@googlemail.com 

Table Tennis (Lorraine Fraser)  988 5208 

Zen Kyo Shin Taijutsu (Jim Hey) 01494 525403 

 

* Parish resident is anyone living in the Parish of 

Swallowfield only (Swallowfield, Riseley, Farley Hill, 

Stanford End).  

All other locations are non-parish users.  If you are un-

sure, please give us a call 

Please note that we are following government 

guidelines when considering who can use the 

hall. We are sorry if we cannot accommodate 

your activity/event—we are working to ensure it 

is safe for everyone to return and look  

forward to seeing you as soon as that is  

possible. 
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Disclaimer: articles that have been signed and submitted to Swallowfield Parish Council for 
inclusion in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the Parish Council. Any 
parishioner wishing to comment on such articles should contact the author directly. 

Newsletter Contributions 

Contributions for the Autumn  2021 newsletter should be sent 

tofinance_officer@swallowfieldpc.gov.uk or to the Parish Council Clerk, Parish Office, 

Swallowfield Street,  tel: 0118 988 5929  no later than 23 Aug 2021. 


